secular State, where there could be no distinctions of
caste and creed. But many Hindus and Sikhs were acting
otherwise. If both the States were to lose their moorings,
it must spell the ruin of both.
CONDITIONS FOR RETURN
A friend had written to him as follows : "Forced
by circumstances and to save valuable human lives, we
had to leave Lahore on the 17th August with family
and take shelter in Delhi with a relation. Our house
was looted and our shop given to some Muslim by the
Pakistan Government. We approached the Ministry for
Refugees, Delhi, to help us in bringing our goods here
on 9-9-347 when all the things were intact, and receiving
no acknowledgment even and after receiving news of
loot and passing of the shop to a Muslim, our dear father
went to Lahore on the 1st December and approached
the Pakistan Government in accordance with the deci-
sion between the Pakistan Government and the Indian
Government that people who liked to go back to their
original places would be given all facilities to restart
their business and afforded all protection, applied to
allow us to open our factories and work the same. We
learn from our representative that the Director of
Industries, Lahore, has refused to give us the permission,
saying that the factories are allotted to ten refugees
jointly (although the possession of the same has not
been handed over to them) and the decision cannot be
altered." Gandhiji's reply was that he had not asked
anyone to return without assurances and arrangement
by the Pakistan Government. It pleased him that some
Muslims were working for the return of Hindu and Sikh
evacuees. But the time was not ripe yet for their return.
' He would let them know when he thought that they
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